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Passages and Questions: English B
The K12 curriculum will teach your student to analyze literature and perform close readings of
passages of text. He will learn to answer questions similar to the ones below, and he will be
expected to write extended essay responses that reflect his knowledge. You can use this in your
consideration of placement.

Just at daybreak, I was awakened by a series of awful screams from Bill. They weren’t yells, or
howls, or shouts, or whoops, or yawps, such as you’d expect from a manly set of vocal
organs--they were simply indecent, terrifying, humiliating screams, such as women emit when
they see ghosts or caterpillars. It’s an awful thing to hear a strong, desperate, fat man scream
incontinently in a cave at daybreak.
I jumped up to see what the matter was. Red Chief was sitting on Bill’s chest, with one hand
twined in Bill’s hair. In the other he had the sharp case-knife we used for slicing bacon; and he
was industriously and realistically trying to take Bill’s scalp, according to the sentence that had
been pronounced upon him the evening before.
I got the knife away from the kid and made him lie down again. But, from that moment, Bill’s
spirit was broken. He laid down on his side of the bed, but he never closed an eye again in sleep
as long as that boy was with us. I dozed off for a while, but along toward sun-up I remembered
that Red Chief had said I was to be burned at the stake at the rising of the sun. I wasn’t nervous
or afraid; but I sat up and lit my pipe and leaned against a rock.
“What you getting up so soon for, Sam?” asked Bill.
“Me?” says I. “Oh, I got a kind of a pain in my shoulder. I thought sitting up would rest it.”
“You’re a liar!” says Bill. “You’re afraid. You was to be burned at sunrise, and you was afraid he’d
do it. And he would, too, if he could find a match. Ain’t it awful, Sam? Do you think anybody will
pay out money to get a little imp like that back home?”
“Sure,” said I. “A rowdy kid like that is just the kind that parents dote on. Now, you and the Chief
get up and cook breakfast, while I go up on the top of this mountain and reconnoitre.”

What is the point of view in this story? How do you think this point of view affects the way the
story is told? How might the story change if it were told from a different point of view?
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Can you determine what the relationship is between Red Chief, Sam, and Bill? What clues
exist in the passage?

How would you describe these three characters? What are their motivations? Do they share
any common traits? Use textual evidence to support your conclusion.
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