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Above them, Tom and Robert saw two candles burning in the steeple of the church. “I wonder 
what they mean?” Tom said.

2.  What does the underlined word refer to in the passage?

 A.  Tom and Robert
 
 B. steeple 

 C.  candles
 
 D.  church
  

Read each passage and the questions that follow.  
Circle the letter beside the best answer for each question.

It did not rain all summer. The grass turned brown and dry. There was no milk from the cows. 
None of the farmer’s plants could grow.

1.  Why couldn’t the plants grow?

 A.  There was not enough sunlight.
 
 B. The soil was too muddy.  

 C.  The farmer planted incorrectly.
 
 D.  There was not enough water.

Kevin shouted, “Watch out!” He thrust past two of the men standing guard. He jumped over the 
ropes and ran to free his friend.

3.  Which word has about the same meaning as the underlined word thrust in the passage?

 A.  pushed
 
 B. shouted 

 C.  stood
 
 D.  stopped
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It was beautiful out in the country. It was summer. The cornfields were yellow and the oats 
were green. The hay was put up in stacks in the green meadows. Yes, it was beautiful out 
in the country.

4.  What color were the oats? 5.  Where does the story take place?

 A.  blue  A. in the city
 
 B. red  B. in the country

 C.  yellow  C.  near the shore
 
 D.  green  D.  on a cold day

Jacob gently reached out and rubbed the puppy’s wet nose. The puppy nuzzled against 
Jacob’s hand and barked excitedly. A big smile spread across Jacob’s little face. “I think she 
likes me,” he told his dad.

6.  How do you know that Jacob likes the puppy?

 A.  A big smile spread across his face.
 
 B. The puppy nuzzled against Jacob’s hand. 

 C.  He found the puppy in the backyard.
 
 D.  He said, “I think she likes me.”

7.  What part of the dog was wet when Jacob reached out to her?

 A.  paw
 
 B. nose 

 C.  eyes
 
 D.  tail
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Life changed for the Plains Indians. Many pioneers started moving into the Great Plains. More 
and more people left their homes in the East. They traveled in covered wagons. They came 
to the Great Plains to find land and to build homes.  They settled on the land where the Plains 
Indians lived.

8. What did the pioneers use to travel west?

  A.  horse and buggy
 
  B.  covered wagon 

  C.  railroad
 
  D.  motor car

9. Why did the pioneers go to the Great Plains? 

  A.  to find land and to build homes
 
  B.  to drive the trucks and cars 

  C.  they were invited by the Indians
 
  D.  they were ordered to go

10. How did life change for the Plains Indians? 

  A.  They had to build homes for the pioneers. 
 
  B.  They lost their land to the pioneers. 

  C.  They traveled in covered wagons.
 
  D.  They moved to the East.
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Most hospitals do not allow pets. But Alar is allowed to visit this hospital because he is 
a different kind of pet. He is a dog who works in a children’s hospital. He is specially trained 
to help. Doctors have found that when animals like Alar visit kids in hospitals, it can help the 
kids get well faster.

11. What kind of animal is Alar?

  A.  dog
 
  B.  cat

  C.  alligator
 
  D.  bear

12. How does Alar help in this children’s 
 hospital? 

  A.  Alar helps keep other pets away.
 
  B.  Alar takes walks with the doctor.

  C.  Alar helps kids get well faster.
 
  D.  Alar trains doctors to help children.

Big Johnny showed young Liu how to search the river for fish. He put the bait on the rod 
for Liu. Then he showed him how to cast the rod into the water. He held Liu’s arms as Liu 
tried to aim the rod in the spot where he had seen a fish jump. The hardest part for Liu was 
the waiting.

13. Where is young Liu learning to search for fish with Big Johnny? 

  A.  in the ocean
 
  B.  in the river 

  C.  in the pond
 
  D.  in the lake

14. What did young Liu feel was the hardest part of learning to fish? 

  A.  casting the rod into the water 
 
  B.  searching for the fish 

  C.  putting the bait on the rod
 
  D.  waiting for the fish
  

Assessment



5 of 5© 2004 K12 Inc. All rights reserved.

Copying or distributing without K12’s written consent is prohibited. K12 Reading Placement Assessment #2 Part B

One night, when Abe finished his reading in a book about George Washington, he stuck the 
book between two logs and went to sleep. That night it rained hard and the book got soaked. 
Abe took the book to the man who owned it. He told the man that he was sorry for ruining the 
book and that he would pay for it. The man did not get mad at Abe, because he told the truth. 
Abraham Lincoln was known for his honesty. He was nicknamed “Honest Abe.”

15. What happened to the book that Abe borrowed?

  A.  It got soaked in the rain.
 
  B.  It got burned in the fire. 

  C.  It was stolen.
 
  D.  It was a book about George Washington.

16. Why didn’t the man get mad at Abraham Lincoln? 

  A.  because Abe paid the man for the book
 
  B.  because the book was not Abe’s 

  C.  because Abe told the truth
 
  D.  because Abe was president
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